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Rechts- und Wirtschaftswissenschaftiiche .
Fakultét der Universitdt desSaarlandes

28. Mirz 2007

MAGISTER DES EUROPARECHTS
MASTER OF EUROPEAN LAW
LL.M..

Ivane Makharadze

Herr/Frau

11.12.1980 / Thbilissi

gehoranam/in

hat am Europa-institut
der Universitét des Saarlandes den
Aufbaustudiengang ,Europiische Integration®
erfolgreich abgeschlossen
und die Prifungen* zur Erlangung des

Magisters des Europarechts (LL.M.)
mit dem Gesamtergebnis

gut

bestanden
und foigende({n) Schwerpunktbereich{e)

Europiiisches Medienwesen
Europ#ischer Menschenrechtsschutz

mit Erfolg absolviert.
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o Furopiische Audiovisuelle Infarmationsstelle
o

COUNLIL O EJROPE

Euraperan Audiovisual Qbsarvatory

CONSEIL DE LEURDSL

Strasbourg, 23 December 2020
To Whom it May Concern

This is to support the candidacy of Mr. lvane Makharadze, Head of Broadcasting Regulation
Department of the Geargian National Communications Commission to the position of Member
of the Georgian National Communications Commission.

lvane Makharadze represents Georgia at the Executive Council of the European Audiovisual
Observatary, an Enlarged Partial Agreement of the Council of Europe since February 2016. Itis
in this context that | have the great pleasure of working with him. | appreciate him for his
knowledage of the audiovisual sector, his professionalism and dedication to his work. Through
his contributions at the reqular meetings of the Executive Council, he has been able to raise
more awareness of the needs of the Georgian audiovisual sector among the other 41 members
(39 European countries, the Kingdom of Morocco and the European Union). His support of the
Observatory has always been very reliable and precious,

lvane Makharadze is also a very active and valued participant at the meetings of the European
Platform of Regulatory Autharities, whose Secretariat is hosted at the Observataory.

| am convinced that lvane Makharadze has all necessary professional qualifications as well as
personal abilities to act as a member of the Georgian National Communications Commission.

JTECATARR Wfﬁ

ir Susanne Nikoltchey
xecutive Director

Observatoire européen de l'audiovisuel
76 allée de la Ropertsau — 67000 Strasbourg - France
Tél. +33 (0)3 90 21 60 00 - info.obs@coe.int = www.ahs.coe.int
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To Whom it May Concern / Letter of Recommendation for Mr. lvane Makharadze

This is to centify that Mr. Ivane Makharadze has been interacting with the European Platform of
Regulatory Authorities (EPRA) since 2010 as a representative of the Georgian National
Cemrnunications Commission (GNCC). EPRA, which brings together 54 member organisations from 47
countries, provides an independent and transparent forum for audiovisual regulators to share relevant
information, best practice, experiente and expertise. It explores innovative maans of regulating and
analysing the audiovisual sector and sharing that with a wider audience of stakeholders. The GNCC
officially joined the EPRA as a full member in May 2011,

Particularly worth highlighting is Mr. Makharadze's enduring commitment to increased meaningful
cooperation between media regulatory authorities in wider Europe and, more generally, to

indepandent, professional and effective regulation of the audiovisual media.

From the start and throughout the years, Mr. Makharadze has been engaging very actively in the
activities of our platform of cooperation as well as interacting with the individual regulatory
authorities’ member of EPRA. He has regularly been delivering quality outputs during our plenary
meetings, sharing his experience from the GNCC through presentations on the media landscape in
Georgia (2014), foreign media ownership transparency {2015) and acting as a Content Producer of 3
working group on “Media in times of ¢risis: Focus on media service providers" {2016} on the occasion
of which he produced a background document. His active contribution to the smooth and successful
organisation of the 40% EPRA meeting in Tbilisi in October 2014 must also be mentioned.

EPRA members, as well as the EPRA Executive Board and the EPRA Secretariat, ho!d Mr. Makharadze
in high esteem for his professionalism, reliability, and concern for quality.

Last, but certainly not least, it should be stressed that Mr. Makharadze has always been very eager to
use the opportunities in terms of networking and expertise presented by EPRA and its individual

members for the benefit of the GNCC and the devetopment of independent, professional and effective
media regulation in Georgia.

Yours faithfully,

) LV —

Emmanuelle Nachet
Head of EPRA Becretariat Strasbourg, 08. 01.2021
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CONFIDENTIAL Maria Donde
Head of International Content

Palicy

Direct line: 020 77834350

Mobile: 07702761307

Email:

maria.donde@ofcom.org.uk
22/04/2021

To Whom It May Concern
Recommendation for Mr Makharadze

| am delighted to write this letter of recommendation for Mr lvane Makharadze, Head of the
Audiovisual Services Department of the Communications Commission.

| have known Mr Makharadze since 2012 when | first began to represent the UK Office of
Communications {Ofcom) at the meetings of the European Platform of Regulatory Authorities
[EPRA}. As you may know, EPRA is a forum in which national regulatory authorities in the field of
Audiovisual Media meet to exchange views, debate policy and learn about each other’s work, In this
context, § have therefore seen Mr Makharadze not only representing the Communications
Commission and thus allowing EPRA members to learn about the media, media regulation and
Georgia as a country, but also actively and frequently contributing to the care objectives of the
network itself.

In my time working with EPRA, | have been markedly impressed by several aspecis of Mr
Makharadze’s work, namely: the way he has shared expertise and informatian, the contribution he
has actively made to complex discussions of audiovisual regulatory policy and practice, and his skills
in chairing sessions and taking a leadership role in EPRA’s work on core topics of his expertise {for
example in arganising and producing the working group session in Barcelona, 2016 - Media in Times
of Crisis: Facus on Media Service Providers in Times of Crisis). | also note that Mr Makharadze has
done much to bring in other experts from the Communications Commissicn to participate in EPRA’s
work, clearly demonstrating an ability to deliver through other colleagues.

Most notably, of course, Mr Makharadze was the driving force behind the Communications
Commission's hosting of the 40™ EPRA meeting, which was held in Tbilisi in 2014. This meeting’s
success was acknowledged by our Board and Members, and a great deal of responsibility for that
was clearly down to Mr Makharadze’s leadership, organisation and drive.

| als0 have had the pleasure to see Mr Makharadze represent the Commission at warking groups and
gvents organised by the Council of Europe, where he has demonstrated expertise and gravitas,
clearly enhancing the international reputation of the Commission in this important forum.

Mr Makharadze has also done much aver the years that | have known him te maintain a strong and
mutually beneficial relationship with Ofcom,

Ofcom Switchboard: +44 (0)20 7981 3000
Rivaerside House or +44 (0)300 123 3000
2a Southwark Bridge Road

London SE1 GHA www.ofcom.arg.uk

Pagelof2
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| therefore have no hesitation in supporting Mr Makharadze's application to become a Member of
the Communications Commission, where | da not doubt he would further its objectives and goals, as
well as helping to raise its reputation still further.

Yours faithfully,

JEEN

Maria Donde

Mead of International Content Policy, Ofcom, UK
Vice-Chair, EPRA

Page 2 of 2



26 April 2021

Re: Mr. Ivane Makharadze

TOWHOM IT MAY CONCER

| have known Mr. lvane Makharadze for over len years. Qur relationship became established through
our mutual participation in EPRA - the European Platform of Regulatory Authorities in the field of
audiovisual media regulation. During that time, he has become a very valued regulatory colleague in the
Eurcpean sphere.

In my role as Chairperson of EPRA (2015-2019), | found him to be very supportive of the work of the
EPRA Board and always willing to contribute to the achievement of the organisaticn's strategic
objectives. He was an active contributor to our annual work programmes on many occasions.

The BAI has also had very positive exchanges with vane on a range of matters - particularly on media
literacy. He is highly knowledgeable on matters concerning audiovisual regulation in the European field
and the BAI has found him to be very willing to share, not only his knowledge, but his practical experience
as a regulator.

There is no doubt about his strong commitment to current and future media regulation and to building
relationships with other European media interests — regulatory, industry and academic.

In conclusion, | confirm that, at both personal and professional levels, Mr. Makharadze is a colleague
highly valued by myself and my colleagues in the BAI, as well as by our Eurcpean counterparts in media

regulation.

Yours faithfully,

Celene Craig

Celene Craig
Deputy CEOQ, BAI
(Formerly Chairperson of EPRA, 2015-2019)
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It is with great pleasure that I am writing this letter of recommen- AN DE3 7005 Oae 0Na0 0202 83

BIL BYLADEMMXXX

dation for Mr. Ivane Makharadze, Head of the Audiovisual Media

Services Department of the Communications Commission. UniCredit Bank AG
|1BAN DEEB 7002 0270 0049 8428 8U
BIC HYVEDEMMXXX

I have known Mr. Makharadze since 2011 when the Communica-

tions Commission became a member of the European Platform of

Regulatory Authorities (EPRA) in which Mr. Makharadze has not only

represents the Communications Commission, its structure and ac-

tivities and thus allowed EPRA members to learn about the media,

media regulation and Georgia itself, but has in particular also fre-

quently taken on an active role in chairing sessions, guiding discus-

sions and therehy invaluably contributing to the core objectives of

EPRA, namely sharing expertise, experiences and best practices

within this independent and transparent forum of audio-visual regu-

lators from wider Europe. Mr. Makharadze was the driving force be-

hind the Communications Commission acting as the host of the 40

EPRA meeting which was held in Thilisi in October 2014. Mr. Makha-

radze is a trusted and reliable colleague within EPRA on whom the

Board can count at all times as regards furthering the exchange

among media regulators to the benefit of all members.

Similarly, Mr. Makharadze is an acknowledged expert and colleague
to the BLM, the Bavarian media regulator located in Munich. He has
been instrumental in starting and developing an exchange between
the Communications Commission and the BLM regarding the regula-
tion of audio-visual media in general and, in particular, concerning
the fields of media literacy and training and education of people
working at the media.
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Both topics are part of the legal remit of the BLM which has benefited considerably
from the open exchange of views, the sharing of concepts and the readiness to look
beyond one’s own regulatory fieids and responsibilities. This also includes exchange
visits of senior representatives of the Communications Commission visiting the BLM
and the BLM visiting the the Communications Commission n 2018 and 2019, and
has helped to further the shared objective of furthering media regulation to the ad-
vantage of the industry and citizens and consumers alike.

It is therefore my firm conviction that Mr, Makharadze is best qualified for the posi-
tion of Member of the Communications Commission in which he could further the
objectives, goals and tasks of the Communications Commission in the interest of in-
dustry and society in Georgia and beyond.

Munich, 23 December 2020

—

LY

(‘.&qu bk
)

Johanna E. Fell

European Representative of the BLM
Senior Vice-Chair of EPRA



Jean-Frangois Furnémont
Rue Isidore Chabot 5A
4530 Warnant-Dreye
Belgium
www.wagner-hatfield.com
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Te whom it may concern
Object ; Recommendation

} am the Founder and CEO of Wagner-Hatfield, a research and consulting company that works
globally with international organizaticns, Ministries and independent regulatory bodies.
Wagner-Hatfield is particularly active in the media sector and the digital ecenomy, with a
specific interest for issues related to freedom of expression and media freedom & pluralism.

In this capacity, | had the opportunity work on several projects related to media policy, media
regulation and media freedom with Ivane Makharadze. In particular, we worked together in
2017 on the project “Support to the Office of the State Minister of Georgia on European and
Euro-Atlantic Integration and the Georgian National Communication Commissicn in
approximation of Georgia's legislation to the EU Audiovisual Media Services Directive” in the
framework of the programme “Facility for the lmplementation of the Association Agreement in
Georgia”.

As former Chairperson of EPRA, the European Platform of media regulatory authorities, | also
had many apportunities ta wark with Ivane Makharadze, in particular on the preparation on the
EPRA meeting which was held in Tbilisi in October 2014,

Those experiences gave me nUMErous opportunities to appreciate the professionalism of Mr.
Makharadze. He has excelled in all the projects we had the oppartunity to work on together, is
permanently committed to the highest standards in the delivery of his assignments and can
produce robust analysis of the media sector in Georgia. He also demonstrates permanent
openness and excellent skills when it comes to team wark.

| remain at your disposal should you need any additional information about this

recommendation.
%

Jean-Frangois Furnémont



To whom it may concern

26 December, 2020

It is with pleasure that 1 am writing this reference letter for my colleague, Mr. Ivane
Makharadze that 1 worked closely with for several years in European Platform of
Regulatory Authorities (EPRA) where 1 was honoured to be Vice-Chairman of EPRA'S
Executive Board for six years

Mr. Makharadze commitment and enthusiasm about the audiovisual media regulation
and European expertise in this respect was immediately recognized by many colleagues
when Georgian independent authority joined EPRA, Mr. Makharadze actively participated
every discussion and helped the work of EPRA with valuable and meaningful
contributions. 1 was in particular impressed how Mr, Makharadze and his colleagues
organized EPRA conference in Tbilisi which I remember was one of the most fruitful and
best organized EPRA events that I have been to.

On a more general note, I find Mr. Makharadze communicative, results oriented and
systematic in his highly professional approach to media regulation. He is a well respected
colleague in the international community of audiovisual media regulators and is the high
valued asset for the organization.

I am confident that Mr. Makharadze is a highly qualified audiovusial media expert with
great management qualities that he is capable of demonstrating at senior management
positions. I am therefore, without any hesitation recommending Mr. Makharadze for the
position of the Member of Commission of Georgian media regulatory body.

Yours sincerely,

T

Damir Hajduk

Ex-Croatian Agency Director and President of the Board, Ex-EPRA Vice Chalrman (2011-2017), Ex-
ERGA Chair (2018), Currently Head of Unit with the European Commissien

E-mail: damirhaiduk@amajl.com; Mab. +32 460 79 80 68



Warsaw, 28 December 2020

National Broadcasting Council

To whom it may concern

| have the pleasure of cooperation with Mr. Ivane Makharadze, Head of the
Audiovisual media Services Department of the Communication Commission of Georgia for
many years. The National Broadcasting Council of Poland as a regulatory authority cooperates
with the Commission and personally with Mr. Makharadze through direct regular bilateral
cantacts, as well as within the framework of the European Platform of Regulatory Authorities
(EPRA).

Mr. Makharadze is an expert in the field of electronic media, always offering his
knowledge about regulatory solutions and the practice of applying law in the audiovisual
sector.

Mr. Makharadze was one of the main organizers of the EPRA plenary meeting in Thilisi
in October 2014, also demonstrating his organizational capacity as the host confirming the
great tradition of Geargian hospitality.

lvane is a trusted and reliable Calleague on whom we can count at all the times as
regards the exchange among media regulatory authority to the benefit of all of us.

With all this in mind, | am confident that he is highly qualified for the position of a
Member of the Communications Commission, where he will contribute his large knowledge
and experience to the benefit of the audiovisual sector and the Georgian citizens,

With kind regards,

Halin tek

Deputy Director
Department of Strategy



Georgian National Communpications Commission
Ketevan Tsamebuli Ave/ Bochorma S¢ 50

18 0144 Thilisi

Georgia

Barcelona, 28 December 2020

Dear Madam or Sir,
First of all, | hope this letter finds you well,

My name is Ménica Duran Ruiz, Responsible for international relations at the Catalan
Audiovisual Council {CAC) -https://www.cac.cat/, the independent media regulatory
authority in Catalonia. | am writing you this letter to show my support for Mr, |vane
Makharadze candidature for the position of Member of the Georgian National
Communications Commission {GNCC).

Over the years | have had the opportunity to share discussion spaces on relevant issues
in the audiovisual sector, and Mr. Makharadze has always demonstrated his
professionalism, knowledge, and expertise of the audiovisual sector, as evidenced by his
several participations in the specialized international fora, especially in the regulatory
authorities’ platform EPRA of which both authorities -the GNCC and the CAC, are
members.

At the moment, we are experiencing a huge digital disruption in the audiovisual
ecosystem, bringing about a significant change on how the audiovisual contents are
disseminated and also how these contents are consumed by the citizenship. This shift in
the audiovisual sector poses new challenges for the regulatory authorities, among them
the need to adapt to these new times in terms of regulatory approaches, protection of
minors and the risk groups of harmful contents towards the online contents, as well as
contribute to tackle the fake news.

For these reasons, | would like to support Mr. Makharadze candidature, as he has proven
to be a great asset of the GNCC and, who | am sure, will perfectly represent the
institution in the event he would be elected as a Member of the Commission.

Yours faithfully,

M

Manica Duran Ruiz
Responsible for internatianal relations-CAC

TR




