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Européisches Medienwesen
Europiischer Menschenrechtsschutz
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COUNCIL OF tUROPE

bservatoire européen de l'audiovisuel
European Audiovisual Observatory
Eurcpéische Audiavisuelle Informationsstelle

‘.“ v CONSEIL DE LEUROPL

Strasbourg, 23 December 2020

To Whom It May Concern

This is to support the candidacy of Mr. Ivane Makharadze, Head of Broadcasting Regulation
Department of the Georgian National Communications Commission to the position of Member
of the Georgian National Communications Commission.

Ivane Makharadze represents Georgia at the Executive Council of the European Audiovisual
Observatory, an Enlarged Partial Agreement of the Council of Europe since February 2016. It is
in this context that | have the great pleasure of working with him. | appreciate him for his
knowledge of the audiovisual sector, his professionalism and dedication to his work. Through
his contributions at the regular meetings of the Executive Council, he has been able to raise
more awareness of the needs of the Georgian audiovisual sector among the other 41 members
(39 European countries, the Kingdom of Morocco and the European Union). His support of the
Observatary has always been very reliable and precious.

Ivane Makharadze is also a very active and valued participant at the meetings of the European
Platform of Regulatory Authorities, whose Secretariat is hosted at the Observatory.

I am convinced that lvane Makharadze has all necessary professional qualifications as well as
personal abilities to act as a member of the Georgian National Communications Commission.

e |

r Susanne Nikoltchev
xecutive Director

Observataire européen de l'audiovisuel
76 allée de la Robertsau - 67000 Strasbourg - France
Tel. +33 (0)3 90 21 60 00 - info.obs@coe.int - www.obs.coe.int



To whom it may concern

26 December, 2020

It is with pleasure that I am writing this reference letter for my colleague, Mr. Ivane
Makharadze that 1 worked closely with for several years in European Platform of
Regulatory Authorities (EPRA) where I was honoured to be Vice-Chairman of EPRA’s
Executive Board for six years

Mr. Makharadze commitment and enthusiasm about the audiovisual media regulation
and European expertise in this respect was immediately recognized by many colleagues
when Georgian independent authority joined EPRA. Mr. Makharadze actively participated
every discussion and helped the work of EPRA with valuable and meaningful
contributions. I was in particular impressed how Mr. Makharadze and his colleagues
organized EPRA conference in Tbilisi which I remember was one of the most fruitful and
best organized EPRA events that I have been to.

On a more general note, I find Mr. Makharadze communicative, results oriented and
systematic in his highly professional approach to media regulation. He is a well respected
colleague in the international community of audiovisual media regulators and is the high
valued asset for the organization.

I am confident that Mr. Makharadze is a highly qualified audiovusial media expert with
great management qualities that he is capable of demonstrating at senior management
positions. I am therefore, without any hesitation recommending Mr. Makharadze for the
position of the Member of Commission of Georgian media regulatory body.

Yours sincerely,

G

Damir Hajduk

Ex-Croatian Agency Director and President of the Board, Ex-EPRA Vice Chairman (2011-2017), Ex-
ERGA Chair (2018), Currently Head of Unit with the European Commission

E-mail: damirhajduk@gmail.com; Mob. +32 460 79 80 68



Jean-Frangois Furnémont
Rue Isidore Chabot 5A
4530 Warnant-Dreye
Belgium
www.wagner-hatfield.com
|

WAGNER|HATFIELD

To whom it may concern
Object : Recommendation

| am the Founder and CEO of Wagner-Hatfield, a research and consulting company that works
globally with international organizations, Ministries and independent regulatory bodies.
Wagner-Hatfield is particularly active in the media sector and the digital economy, with a
specific interest for issues related to freedom of expression and media freedom & pluralism.

In this capacity, | had the opportunity work on several projects related to media policy, media
regulation and media freedom with Ivane Makharadze. In particular, we worked together in
2017 on the project “Support to the Office of the State Minister of Georgia on European and
Euro-Atlantic Integration and the Georgian National Communication Commission in
approximation of Georgia's legislation to the EU Audiovisual Media Services Directive” in the
framework of the programme “Facility for the Implementation of the Association Agreement in
Georgia”.

As former Chairperson of EPRA, the European Platform of media regulatory authorities, | also
had many opportunities to work with lvane Makharadze, in particular on the preparation on the
EPRA meeting which was held in Tbilisi in October 2014.

Those experiences gave me numerous opportunities to appreciate the professionalism of Mr.
Makharadze. He has excelled in all the projects we had the opportunity to work on together, is
permanently committed to the highest standards in the delivery of his assignments and can
produce robust analysis of the media sector in Georgia. He also demonstrates permanent
openness and excellent skills when it comes to team work.

I remain at your disposal should you need any additional information about this

recommendation.
%

Jean-Frangois Furnémont
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Bayerische Landeszentrale
BLM Heinnch-Lubke-Stralie 27 - 81737 Munchen fur neue Medien

Rechtsfahige Anstalt

des offentlichen Rechts
Heinrich-Lubke-Stralle 27
81737 Miinchen

To Whom It May Concern Postfach 830 151
81701 Miinchen
Tel. 089 63808-0
Fax 089 63808-140

bim@blm.de
www.blm.de
. . o i Bayerische Landesbank
It is with great pleasure that I am writing this letter of recommen- IBAN DE33 7005 0000 0000 0202 81
dation for Mr. Ivane Makharadze, Head of the Audiovisual Media SIG-BRRAD M
Services Department of the Communications Commission. UniCredit Bank AG

IBAN DESS 7002 0270 0049 B428 80
BIC HYVEDEMMXXX

I have known Mr. Makharadze since 2011 when the Communica-
tions Commission became a member of the European Platform of
Regulatory Authorities (EPRA) in which Mr. Makharadze has not only
represents the Communications Commission, its structure and ac-
tivities and thus allowed EPRA members to learn about the media,
media regulation and Georgia itself, but has in particular also fre-
quently taken on an active role in chairing sessions, guiding discus-
sions and thereby invaluably contributing to the core objectives of
EPRA, namely sharing expertise, experiences and best practices
within this independent and transparent forum of audio-visual regu-
lators from wider Europe. Mr. Makharadze was the driving force be-
hind the Communications Commission acting as the host of the 40t
EPRA meeting which was held in Tbilisi in October 2014. Mr. Makha-
radze is a trusted and reliable colleague within EPRA on whom the
Board can count at all times as regards furthering the exchange
among media regulators to the benefit of all members.

Similarly, Mr. Makharadze is an acknowledged expert and colleague
to the BLM, the Bavarian media regulator located in Munich. He has
been instrumental in starting and developing an exchange between
the Communications Commission and the BLM regarding the regula-
tion of audio-visual media in general and, in particular, concerning
the fields of media literacy and training and education of people
working at the media.



Seite 2

Both topics are part of the legal remit of the BLM which has benefited considerably
from the open exchange of views, the sharing of concepts and the readiness to look
beyond one's own regulatory fields and responsibilities. This also includes exchange
visits of senior representatives of the Communications Commission visiting the BLM
and the BLM visiting the the Communications Commission n 2018 and 2019, and
has helped to further the shared objective of furthering media regulation to the ad-
vantage of the industry and citizens and consumers alike.

It is therefore my firm conviction that Mr. Makharadze is best qualified for the posi-
tion of Member of the Communications Commission in which he could further the
objectives, goals and tasks of the Communications Commission in the interest of in-
dustry and society in Georgia and beyond.

Munich, 23 December 2020

"\ N
dc)w-u.u\a A
Johanna E. Fell

European Representative of the BLM
Senior Vice-Chair of EPRA
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Georgian National Communications Commission
Ketevan Tsamebuli Ave/ Bochorma St 50

18 0144 Thilisi

Georgia

Barcelona, 28 December 2020

Dear Madam or Sir,
First of all, | hope this letter finds you well.

My name is Monica Duran Ruiz, Responsible for international relations at the Catalan
Audiovisual Council (CAC) -https://www.cac.cat/, the independent media regulatory
authority in Catalonia. | am writing you this letter to show my support for Mr. Ivane
Makharadze candidature for the position of Member of the Georgian National
Communications Commission (GNCC).

Over the years | have had the opportunity to share discussion spaces on relevant issues
in the audiovisual sector, and Mr. Makharadze has always demonstrated his
professionalism, knowledge, and expertise of the audiovisual sector, as evidenced by his
several participations in the specialized international fora, especially in the regulatory
authorities’ platform EPRA of which both authorities -the GNCC and the CAC, are
members.

At the moment, we are experiencing a huge digital disruption in the audiovisual
ecosystem, bringing about a significant change on how the audiovisual contents are
disseminated and also how these contents are consumed by the citizenship. This shift in
the audiovisual sector poses new challenges for the regulatory authorities, among them
the need to adapt to these new times in terms of regulatory approaches, protection of
minors and the risk groups of harmful contents towards the online contents, as well as
contribute to tackle the fake news.

For these reasons, | would like to support Mr. Makharadze candidature, as he has proven
to be a great asset of the GNCC and, who | am sure, will perfectly represent the
institution in the event he would be elected as a Member of the Commission.

Yours faithfully,

~

Monica Duran Ruiz
Responsible for International relations-CAC
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National Broadcasting Council

Warsaw, 28 December 2020

To whom it may concern

| have the pleasure of cooperation with Mr. Ivane Makharadze, Head of the
Audiovisual media Services Department of the Communication Commission of Georgia for
many years. The National Broadcasting Council of Poland as a regulatory authority cooperates
with the Commission and personally with Mr. Makharadze through direct regular bilateral
contacts, as well as within the framework of the European Platform of Regulatory Authorities
(EPRA).

Mr. Makharadze is an expert in the field of electronic media, always offering his
knowledge about regulatory solutions and the practice of applying law in the audiovisual
sector.

Mr. Makharadze was one of the main organizers of the EPRA plenary meeting in Tbilisi
in October 2014, also demonstrating his organizational capacity as the host confirming the
great tradition of Georgian hospitality.

fvane is a trusted and reliable Colleague on whom we can count at all the times as
regards the exchange among media regulatory authority to the benefit of all of us.

With all this in mind, | am canfident that he is highly qualified for the position of a
Member of the Communications Commission, where he will contribute his large knowledge
and experience to the benefit of the audiovisual sector and the Georgian citizens.

With kind regards,
Halin ste

Deputy Director
Department of Strategy





